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Second Sunday of Advent

The Chimes, the Flames, and the Waters

Greetings and Announcements

*=Stand, if able

Preparing to Receive the Word

Prelude

Call to Worship: (Responsive) (Based on Matthew 3:3)

Do you hear the voice of one crying out in the wilderness? Will you heed the
prophet’s call?

We will prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

Opening Prayer

Gracious God, We gather this morning to prepare our hearts and minds for the
advent of Christ. Within these quiet and quaint wooden walls, we have come to
experience fellowship with friends and to reflect on your word. Slow us down, O
Lord. And speak to us this morning. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candle and Prayer* (unison)

Dear God,

As we journey down this Advent road, grant us the courage to make peace.
Peace in our hearts, peace in our homes, peace in our communities. Amen.

*Hymn of Praise: #48 “Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming”

Prayer of Confession: (unison)

God of the prophets, we confess our lack of preparedness and our tendency
to wander away from you and your path. You call us to venture outside our
comfortable spaces, yet we hunker down and excuse ourselves from faithful
action. Forgive us, God. Call us again. Help us to respond this Advent in
faith. Amen. (a few moments for silent confession of personal sin) Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

*The Gloria Patri—“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.”

Special Music
Receiving the Word

The Prayer for lllumination
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 @

Epistle Reading: Romans 15:4-13 @
The Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:1-12

@- This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
Sermon: “Peace”
*Hymn of Meditation: #2 “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”

Responding to The Word

*Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed (Unison)

| believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in
Jesus Christ his only son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings

*The Doxology — Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures
here below. Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Amen.

*The Prayer of Dedication



Invitation To The Lord’s Table (Responsive)

It is Christ himself who invites us to meet him here now...... Blessed are you, O
God, for you have created the fruit of the vine. Whenever we taste food or water
Whether it is here in this sacrament Or at our daily table......

May we remember those who hunger and thirst; And, as we are nourished,
may we gain energy To work for a greater sharing in your world. Amen.

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving: (Responsive)
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

. ... may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ that we may be one with all who
share this feast, united in ministry in every place. As this bread is Christ’s
body for us, send us out to be the body of Christ in the world.

Words of Institution and the Lord’s Supper
Prayer After Communion

*Hymn of Sending: #60 “Silent Night”
*The Benediction

*Congregational Response: # 9 “O Come O Come Emmanuel” (Refrain)
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

(Office) 903-342-3011 (Church’s email) firstpres@peoplescom.net
Visit us online www.easttexasgrace.org Like us on Facebook

* Written by Katherine Hawker and posted on liturgyoutside.net
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