Extending God’s Grace throughout Northeast Texas
First Presbyterian Church—Winnsboro, TX

Nov. 30th, 2025
First Sunday of Advent

The Chimes, the Flames, and the Waters
Greetings and Announcements
*=8tand, if able

Prelude

Call to Worship

Beloved, once again, we embark on the Advent path that points us to the coming of
Jesus.

We journey together toward the day that all the earth awaits.

We remember the signs and the times that heralded the arrival of the baby Jesus,
God Incarnate.

We journey together toward the day that all the earth awaits.

We tell the stories once again as we learn how to discern the signs and the times,
watching for glimpses of God’s here-and-not-yet kingdom among us.

We journey together toward the day that all the earth awaits.

Come, let us worship God who shines a light to guide us on the path to peace and
flourishing for all creation.

Come, let us worship as we journey together toward the day that all the earth
awaits.

Opening Prayer/ The Lord’s Prayer

Lighting of the Advent Candle

Prayer in Unison: Dear God, As we begin our Advent pilgrimage, grant us the
courage to hope, Hope for your presence, hope for your peace, hope for your

promise. Amen.

*Opening Hymn: # 5 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

Prayer of Confession:

Holy One, You call us to wake from sleep, to become aware to our surroundings.
The dawn of a new time of preparation is upon us. Forgive us when sleepiness takes
its toll, when our discussions become battles, when our judgment and self-
judgement outweigh our faith. Let us put on the light of Christ and live as You have
called us in respect, in mutual dialogue, and in healthy living. Help us so that
everything we do reflects Christ’s light. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

*The Gloria Patri “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Amen.”

Prayer of lllumination

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5 @
Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14 @
Gospel: Matthew 24: 36-44

@ This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
Video sermon - John Coleman
*Hymn: #12 “People Look East”

*Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ his only son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings



*Doxology - Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here
below. Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

The Prayer of Dedication
*Closing Hymn: #9 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
*Charge and Benediction

*Benediction Response: Refrain from #9 “O Come O Come Emmanuel”
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

Call to Worship - Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2025

Opening prayer ~ written by Kathy Coffey, and posted on the website of the Dufferin-Peel Catholic School
Board website.

Confession - Posted on Fight the Bees. Reposted on the re: Worship blog at https://re-
worship.blogspot.com/2013/10/prayer-of-confession-wake-from-sleep.html.

Benediction - Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2025.
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