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January 26, 2025 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

 
The Chimes, the Flames, and the Waters 
Greetings and Announcements 
*=Stand, if able 
 

We Prepare to Receive the Word 
 

Prelude 
 
Call to Worship: (Responsive)  
Jesus comes to proclaim good news to all! 
Jesus releases those who are captive, gives sight to the blind, helps the 
oppressed, and declares the year of the Lord’s favor! 
May we go and do likewise, offering hope to a hurting world. 
And may it all begin with our worship of God.  
 
Opening Prayer 
 
*Hymn: #267 “All Things Bright and Beautiful” 
 
Confession - Unison  
Gracious God, we are far from the people you have called us to be.  We are 
mired in self-centeredness, seeing things only in terms of how they relate to 
us and our happiness.  Turn our hearts, bent as they are towards ourselves, 
out to the world around us.  Make us more concerned with others, with their 
welfare and happiness, leaving our own concerns to you, O God.  Forgive 
us for our many mistakes and make us anew we pray.  Amen.   
[a moment for silent confession] Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
 

*The Gloria Patri--“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. Amen.” 

 

We Receive the Word 
 
The Prayer for Illumination 
  

Old Testament Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 @ 
Epistle Reading:  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a @ 
Gospel Reading:  Luke 4:14-21 
 
 @- This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 

 
Sermon: “The Heart of the Gospel” 
 

We Respond to The Word 
 
*Hymn: #439 “In Christ There Is No East or West” 
 
*Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in 
Jesus Christ his only son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen.   
 
Prayers of Intercession 
The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors) 
 
The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings  
 



*The Doxology - Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all 
creatures here below. Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*The Prayer of Dedication  
 
*Hymn: #2223 (STF book) “They'll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
*Benediction response: (STF) #2038  “Father I Adore Thee” 
Father, I adore you, lay my life before you; how I love you. 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

To our guest 
We are so glad that you joined us today. We believe that it was no 

accident that you came here, and that God has given us the opportunity to 
share the love, grace, and saving gospel of Jesus with you. And so, it is our 
prayer that you feel loved in this place, and we want you to know that you 
are welcomed no matter what is going on in your life. We will embrace you 

with the same grace that God has embraced us with, and we will proclaim to 
you the same good news that has called us and saved us. If you want to 

make this church your home, and these people your family let us know after 
the service or by phone or email later this week. We would love to welcome 

you into Jesus’ family. 
 
Church Office - 903-342-3011  
Church’s email - firstpres@peoplescom.net     
Visit us online www.easttexasgrace.org Like us on Facebook 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:firstpres@peoplescom.net
http://www.easttexasgrace.org/

