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PASTOR’S PAGE: REV. DR. JERRY CARPENTER 

 If April showers bring May Flowers, then what do May flowers 
bring?  Pilgrims.  That is a very old joke that I remember from my 
childhood.  April begins with joking, doesn’t it?  April 1 is April Fool’s 
Day, a day to play tricks on others, to tell jokes, to have a bit of fun.  
April 1 falls just after the Fourth Sunday   in Lent so maybe April Fool’s 
Day brings a bit of frivolity in the middle of our Lenten solemnity.   
 Lent is well on its way to its conclusion and April brings us more 
opportunities to continue our Lenten devotion practices of bible study, 
prayer, fasting, and spending personal time in meditation and silence.  
Some have been attending the midweek Lenten services of prayer and 
meditation in which we have observed silence after hearing scripture 
read as well as singing music from Taize and other meditative songs.  
Thanks to Jane Els and Armel Crocker for their leadership at these 
midweek services.  We appreciate all who attended and found meaning 
in these special services. 
 Palm Sunday is April 14 when we will remember children waving 
palm branches as Jesus entered Jerusalem.  Palm Sunday is also called 
Passion Sunday because we recognize that Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem 
on the back of a donkey begun the last week of his earthly life.  Each 
day following Palm Sunday is part of Holy Week, a week of solemn 
remembrance.  Many churches have special services each day of Holy 
Week but we will only have service on Thursday, which is called Maundy 
Thursday, named after the Latin word “Maundatum” which means 
“commandment” because Jesus gives a new commandment at the Last 
Supper as he washes the feet of the disciples and encourages his 
disciples to wash each other’s feet.  Our service will begin at 6 pm on 
Thursday, April 18.  We will celebrate Holy Communion and remember 
the Last Supper and Jesus’ way to the cross that followed it.   
 Easter Sunday is a day of rejoicing and celebration as we 
remember Jesus’ victory over the grave through his resurrection from 

the dead.  We will have our usual service at 11:00 a.m. as we sing familiar Easter songs and share Holy 
Communion together.  Invite someone to join you for our festive  
Easter celebration.  All are welcome at the Lord’s Table and at the Feast of the Resurrection.  We share in 
Christ’s victory over the grace.  Because He lives, we live also!  
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Noisy Offering    
To be announced 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Presbyterian Women’s Bible study continues on Monday, April 1 in the Russell Annex 

conference room (office building) at 10:00 a.m. Our lesson is #8 “God With Us As the Holy Spirit.” 

The focus for this lesson is that God who was incarnate in Jesus Christ is now present as the Holy 

Spirit. The primary scripture for this lesson will be John 14:1-31. Even if you have never attended 

PW, you are welcome to join us, and you’ll find the lesson easy to jump into and follow. Come 

join us! 

 

 

Attendance: 

March 3—24  
March 10—30 
March 17—25 
March 24—21  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 SERMON TITLES FOR APRIL 
 
Apr 7  Fifth Sunday in Lent 
  Isaiah 43:16-21 
  “A New Thing” 
 
Apr 14  Palm Sunday 
  Luke 19:28-40 
  “Palms and Praises” 
 
Apr 21  Easter Sunday 
  Luke 24: 1-12 
  “Easter Greetings” 
 
Apr 28  Second Sunday of Easter 
  Pastor on Vacation 
  Special Speaker 
 

April birthdays and anniversaries: 

(Please notify the office if I do not have 

your birthday) 

 

 There are no birthdays or 

 Anniversaries for April 



Jane's Journey 
 

You might have noticed the new signs we have around the church that say “All are 

welcome here.”  The session voted to put these up to show everyone passing by 

what we already knew:  anyone walking in our doors would be welcomed with open 

arms and hearts.  Sometimes what we know inside our building may not be obvious 

to folks passing it outside.  So we thought signs might help.   

I love this church for who we are and how much love we have to share.  I was 

reminded just how much I love this church when I saw an article in the February issue of the 

Presbyterian Outlook.  It was written by Alissa Conner, the associate pastor of St Philip Presbyterian 

Church in Hurst.  I’m proud to say I’ve known Alissa all her life.  I remember her baptism.  The article is 

titled “Letters to the church I love”  Here’s part of what she said:  

  

Dear church, 

……. 

In a world where most people believe that if we don’t agree we can’t be friends, you keep talking. You 

keep telling each other it is okay to disagree and still somehow challenge each other to think in new ways. 

You walk the balance between calling for justice and caring for difference beautifully.   

…… 

I am grateful that you admit when you screw up.  That you aren’t afraid to look your mistakes in the face 

and say we must be better. You then spend days and years contemplating the hows and whys so that we 

may move forward in intentional ways.  You don’t claim to get it all right or have the monopoly on God.  

Instead you seek to build relationships with others who seek God too.  You are humble but also joyfully 

Presbyterian. 

……… 

It makes my heart glad to be a part of a church that embraces difficult topics.  That believes people of 

all ages have a voice and that we should listen.  It makes me love being a Presbyterian when I can tell 

others that our youth group talked about the gift of sexuality and relationships as well as which 

superpower would be the most useful.  I smile to see that our women’s group talked about the names we 

use for God as well as how Solomon may have chosen which wife to spend his time with.  I love that our 

young adults discussed how to faithfully choose new careers as well as the morality of different actions 

in a zombie apocalypse.  Big topics and small, deep and ridiculous, you discuss them all. You find authentic 

relationship in embracing the silly and serious nature of our humanity and it is amazing. 

……. 

I know that things aren’t perfect and that sometimes I get so busy that I forget to see the wonder. 

Still, I am overjoyed that we can cry and laugh together.  For that and so much more I love you. 

  

With love, 

Alissa 
   

 

 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE APRIL 18 AT 6:00 PM 
 



 
 

 

 

April 2019 Revised Common Lectionary for Sundays and Festivals 
 
 Fifth Sunday in Lent—April 7 
Isaiah 43:16–21 
Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b–14 
John 12:1–8 
 
 Passion / Palm Sunday—April 14 
Sixth Sunday in Lent 
Liturgy of the Palms 
Luke 19:28–40 
Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29 
Liturgy of the Passion 
Isaiah 50:4–9a 
Psalm 31:9–16 
Philippians 2:5–11 
Luke 22:14—23:56 or Luke 23:1–49 
 
 Maundy Thursday—April 18 
Exodus 12:1–4 [5–10] 11–14 
Psalm 116:1–2, 12–19 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 
John 13:1–17, 31b–35 
 
 Easter Sunday 
Acts 10:34–43 or Isaiah 65:17–25 
Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24 
1 Corinthians 15:19–26 or Acts 10:34–43 
John 20:1–18 or Luke 24:1–12 
 
 Second Sunday of Easter—April 28 
Acts 5:27–32 
Psalm 118:14–29 or Psalm 150 
Revelation 1:4–8 
John 20:19–31 



 
From the Session: 

Session training was held in the Reid Building on March 16. 

Here is an unofficial summary of the March 10 Stated Session Meeting.  

Session Members 

Class of 2019   John Clark (Bldg./Grounds) and Molly Lennon (Worship/CE) 

Class of 2020   Dan Wilson (Bldg./Grounds) and Jane Els (Inreach/ Outreach) 

Class of 2021   Sandy Corder (Inreach/Outreach) and Kelly Holloman (Worship/CE) 
 

All Session members; the Rev. Dr. Jerry Carpenter, Moderator; and Clerk, Tricia Clark were present. Also 

present were Armel Crocker and Becky Poe.  
 

Armel Crocker and Becky Poe presented and discussed Reid Fund treasurer’s report. Session approved 

report. 
 

Pastor Jerry reported he and Elder Jane Els took communion to Ed Russell, Annie Dunn, Mary Ruth Darnell, 

and Linda Borders on March 6. Communion was observed during worship on March 3, 2019. Reported that he 

will hold Wednesday night meditation services during Lent. Pastor will take 2 weeks’ vacation and will be gone 

on the Sundays of April 28 and May 5. 
 

Commissioned Elder Tricia Clark reported attending Grace Presbytery Meeting on Feb. 23.  
 

The Clerk asked to let the minutes reflect that Slade Weaver joined our church on January 20, 2019. Session 

approved. 

 

Committee Reports 

Building and Grounds/Admin. - Appreciated job done by staff. Also noted that Mr. Harless is doing a 

great job on the church lawn. Some plumbing issues have been fixed. AC filters checked and replaced 

where needed. 

InReach/OutReach - Committee is brainstorming ideas for bringing people into the church. The use of 

yard signs was discussed. Family Lunches are being reworked. [See separate article in newsletter for 

full detail.] Jane Els is working on some on-loan artwork to brighten up the Reid building. 

Worship/Education - Lay readers were secured for the month. Communion was prepared for Sunday, 

March. 3. 
 

Actions taken by the Session 
 

✵Approved motion by Reid Fund Committee to appoint Armel Crocker Moderator and Becky Poe Treasurer. 

✵Motion to amend budget to add line item titled Session Discretionary Fund to be funded by the general fund 

account in the amount of $3500 passed. This account will have no restrictions but usage must be approved by 

Session. ✵Motion to hold Session meetings every other month passed. ✵Determined that Sandy Corder will 

serve as Session representative on Finance committee since she already serves on that committee. ✵Motion 

to elect Jane Els as commissioned elder for Presbytery meetings for 2019 passed. ✵Approved yard signs for 

church grounds welcoming all to worship with us. ✵Approved revamping family lunch formats in hopes of 

encouraging more members to stay for food and fellowship each month. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    



     Lilies for Easter 
 
 

 
Each plant is $8.00. If you would like to order one (or more), please fill out the information 
below and place the sheet in the offering plate with your check made out to Presbyterian 
Church for the proper amount (please indicate “for lilies” on check).  
 

April 8, 2019 will be the last day we accept orders. 
 

 
Given By: _______________________________________________ 
 

 
In Honor Of: _____________________________________________ 
 
     _____________________________________________ 
 
    _____________________________________________ 
 

OR 

 
In Memory of: ____________________________________________ 
 
       ____________________________________________ 
 
       ____________________________________________ 
 

 
Total # Plants Ordered: ____________ 
 
Total Enclosed: $_________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Notes   
      
Ringers and Singers continue to practice on Sunday mornings 

throughout April. 

Ringers - 9:00 

Singers - 9:45 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Many thanks to Don and Nyla Kettleson who donated this 
beautiful angel statue for the garden as one enters the 
sanctuary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENTION: NEW PRAYER REQUESTS MONTHLY 

In order to keep our prayer requests current, our prayer list will start fresh at the beginning 

of each month.  To keep your prayer request in the bulletin, write it on the back of an offering 

envelope, the attendance sheet or a piece of paper (please make sure your name is on it) or 

contact the church office, firstpres@peoplescom.net or 903-342-3011.  We do not need the 

reason, unless it is death or an accomplishment, which go under a different heading. Also, 

please give relationship to you so others know who they are praying for. And PLEASE WRITE 

LEGIBLY. 

As our prayers are answered, we give God thanks.  For those with continued needs, we 

continue to pray. 

New Look for Family Lunch 

A request was made by members of the congregation to change the family fellowship lunches to months with a 

fifth week.  Understanding that changes needed to be made, but hesitant to diminish the number of occasions 

that members get to relax and chat over a meal, the In Reach committee talked it over and decided that they 

would change the format of the meals in response to the request.   

Every other month we will have a potluck where members are asked to bring a prepared dish.  The months in 

between potlucks, we will have a very simple, informal meal such as chili dogs or burgers.  Members who wish 

to contribute will be asked to bring a store purchased item instead of a home cooked dish.  This will reduce the 

work on the part of members who cook, reduce the cleanup time, and, hopefully, encourage more members to 

attend.  As always, a dish or a store bought contribution is not a requirement to stay for the meal.   If a member 

has special dietary requirements that prevent them from attending, the InReach committee will be happy to 

facilitate that if we know that those members will be attending.  Overall, we want all church members to have a 

place to gather in fellowship for a good meal and great conversation. 
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