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PASTOR’S PEN: REV. DR. JERRY CARPENTER 

"...give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you."  (II Thessalonians 5:18) 
 
     November marks the beginning of the holiday season for most of us.  It 
is when we begin to think about preparing for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  The holiday season begins and our preparation means that 
we have to begin thinking about meals to prepare, gifts to buy, and 
arrangements to be made.  We may begin to get frantic just thinking 
about all that needs to be done. 
     In the midst of all the times or preparations, though, we are instructed 
to "give thanks in all circumstances".  That advice from St. Paul to the 
church at Thessaloniki is good for us to hear at this time of year.   Living in 
a spirit of thanksgiving is the way that we live a positive life.  Even when 
circumstances are not good for us or when we are troubled or when we 
have so much to do that we do not think we can do it all, if we give 
thanks for all God has done and is doing in life, then we will have a 
positive outlook on life and what the future may hold for us.   
     Giving thanks in all circumstances means that we see life as a gift and 
give thanks to the giver of every good gift for whatever life may bring 
us.  Even when there is a roadblock to our plans that we have set for 
ourselves, we can be sure that God is with us and God is still speaking to 
us to help us to see the way that our lives should be ordered.  So, as we 
prepare for the holiday season that soon to come, let the Spirit of Christ 
speak to your heart and bring you peace in the midst of all you may have 
to do. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
November 2018                     Extending God’s Grace throughout Northeast 
Texas 

 
Save the Date! 
Saturday, December 1 
Decorate the Sanctuary for Advent 
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Noisy Offering    
November: WVFD Christmas drive 

December: Winnsboro Volunteer Fire 

Dept. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance: 

September 30—30 
October 7—25 

October 14—29 
October 21—21 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENTION: NEW PRAYER REQUESTS MONTHLY 

In order to keep our prayer requests current, our prayer list will start fresh at the beginning 

of each month.  To keep your prayer request in the bulletin, write it on the back of an offering 

envelope, the attendance sheet or a piece of paper (please make sure your name is on it) or 

contact the church office, firstpres@peoplescom.net or 903-342-3011.  We do not need the 

reason, unless it is death or an accomplishment, which go under a different heading. Also, 

please give relationship to you so others know who they are praying for. And PLEASE WRITE 

LEGIBLY. 

As our prayers are answered, we give God thanks.  For those with continued needs, we 

continue to pray. 

 

November Sermon Titles: 
 
 November 4 
 All Saints Sunday 
 Mark 12:28-34 
 "Marks of a Saint" 
 
 November 11 
 Mark 12:38-44 
 "Giving All That We Have" 
 
 November 18 
 Thanksgiving Sunday 
 Luke 17:11-19 
 "Free to Say Thanks" 

 
 November 25 
 Christ the King Sunday 
 John 18: 33-37 
 "A Different King of Kingdom" 

 
 

 

November birthdays and anniversaries: 

(please notify the office if I do not have your 

birthday) 

 

 Nov. 2—Patricia Fields 

 Nov.6—Dan Wilson 

 Nov. 9—Kelly Drennan 

 Nov. 10—Rhonda Thomas 

 Nov. 22—Nyla Kettleson 

 Nov. 26—Jane Els 
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Jane's Journey 
 

I am not a musical person.   While I appreciate good music I don’t really understand it 
in that I can’t recognize if something is in tune or not.  It’s an understatement to say I 
can’t sing well.  But I when I figured out Patricia Fields was serious when she said I 
didn’t need any musical ability to be in the Chime Choir, I decided to give it a try. I 
always enjoy being part of any kind of a team and since this doesn’t involve running 
or too terribly much brain activity it’s doable.  I don’t know if I’m contributing 
anything to the Kingdom of God but I’m having a lot of fun.   

Let me remind you I am NOT a musical person.  The notes mean nothing to me.  Patricia has the music marked 
with a highlighter and then she counts it all out so I know when to ring my one little chime.  I think they gave 
me a very minor note to ring because sometimes I forget to ring it and I can’t tell it makes a difference. But I 
still have a marvelous time anyway.  And here’s the part that surprised me:  I feel as much like a tourist as I do 
a musician—a very confused tourist. 

Everyone speaks words that mean nothing to me:  measure, sharp, tempo, vibrato, bird’s eye (yes! They used 
that word.) and a bunch of other words that fly so far over my head that I can’t even remember them. And I’m 
just standing there wondering if I should give myself away and admit I don’t have a clue what they’re talking 
about. It’s just like I’m in a foreign country where I don’t speak the language.  Fortunately, I love to travel so 
that part is kind of fun.  What I don’t enjoy is feeling totally incompetent.  And vulnerable.  I have never 
enjoyed either of these feelings. But I’ve decided that church is a good place to practice them. I figure that was 
kind of one of the things Jesus was teaching us.  Come on even when you are feeling at your lowest point.  And 
that can include incompetent and vulnerable no matter what the subject.  

How many incompetent and vulnerable people walk into churches every Sunday hoping nobody will discover 
their secret?  I wonder if the secret is that every single one of us feels either incompetent and/or vulnerable in 
some way or on some level.  Then we get to the part in worship where we confess our sins silently to God and 
the whole room gets real quiet.  And you realize everybody else has something they need to talk to God about 
just like you do.  And we are all loved by God in spite of it all. 

We had a wonderful lunch of chili and soup on Sunday and then conversation around the room.  I always love 
it when we gather that way and share our ideas and stories.  I hope we will do more of it.  It gave us a flavor of 
each other’s lives.  Like the soup: warm and filled with love to sustain us in the cold days of winter. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

     

   Music Notes 
 

I wish to say how much I appreciate the women and men who aid in worship by 
ringing and singing with the Chime and Sanctuary Choirs. A big thanks goes to the 
Ringers for stepping in with music on the Sunday that I was out and we couldn’t find 
a replacement at the keyboard! You folks rock!  
           Ringers 9:00 a.m. Sundays 

           Singers 9:45 a.m. Sundays 

We are ALWAYS open to new folks who wish to make a joyful noise. 
 

 



  

  

Chrismons 
Last year we had a Chrismon tree in our sanctuary for the first time that any of us can 
remember. We quickly put together some nice ornaments, but there is still room for 
more. Several folks recently joined together during a Saturday workshop and during 
a PW meeting to make a few more symbols, but there is STILL room for more! If you 
are crafty and wish to add your talent to the Chrismon tree, please check the library 
table for some symbols that we still need. Pick up a symbol with guidelines attached. 
There are some supplies provided IF you wish to use those although you may 
certainly supply your own materials. Take what you might need and return what you 
don’t use. Chrismons need to be completed and returned to the church (to Tricia) by 
November 18.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from the Session 
One of the suggestions that came from our Ministry and Missions Luncheon was to have reports 
published in the Cross and Crown covering actions taken at the monthly Session meeting.  The 
October 14th meeting covered primarily routine business items, but we did take up a new business 
item for building a park bench. 
The Winnsboro City Council has approved a Cultural Arts District project allowing churches to 
build and decorate a safe park bench to be placed in City Park.  The artistic design has no 
limitations, scripture can be displayed, and the City will even have their maintenance guys help 
in any way they can. Benches, that seat 2-3 adults, must be completed by December 15th so they 
can be judged by the community. Winning benches will have small plaques placed on them 
identifying its church sponsor. 

 Also during the Session meeting, Armel Crocker reported on a previous discussion regarding 

creating a community garden on the unused portions of our church property south of the Russell 
Annex.  Ongoing communication with community gardeners continues to work out the details. 
  
The Session’s regular meetings are now held immediately after our worship service on the 2nd 
Sunday of the month.  Everyone is invited to attend as an observer; those wishing to speak at the 
Session meeting should contact the Clerk of the Session to be put on the Agenda.  

More Session News next month….. 
 



 “THE LATE NIGHT VISITOR”         PENDY'S PEN 

John 3:1-21 describes a very unique conversation between Jesus & a late night 

visitor by the name of Nicodemus. According to scripture, Nicodemus is described 

as a Pharisee & a ruler of the Jews. As we examine the dialog that takes place 

between Jesus and Nicodemus, three things become instantly obvious: 

 Jesus, who is in full control of the conversation from the beginning, comes 

straight to the point, emphasizing to Nicodemus that one must be born 

again to inherit the kingdom of God. (Jn. 1 – 3) 

 Nicodemus, in spite of his impressive credentials as a Pharisee and ruler of the Jews, is totally 

confused and is not grasping the fundamental principles that Jesus is conveying to him. ( Jn. 4) 

 The new birth, or divine birth from above that Jesus is referring to, is a function of the Holy 

Spirit. ( Jn. 5- 8) 

Why must one be born again to inherit The kingdom of God? Romans 3: 9-18 is a clear reminder of man's 

depravity & the sin nature that we have inherited from the fall of Adam & Eve. Man, left alone with his 

own merits, will never seek after God. (Rom3:11). In order to be born again, one must be regenerated by 

the Holy Spirit, (Tit 3:3-7) The Greek term (gennao anothen) describes the new birth, or divine birth 

from above that Jesus is explaining to Nicodemus. In simple terms, it is the power of the Holy Spirit in 

transforming us from spiritual death to spiritual life. (Eph. 2:4-6) Jesus uses the wind as a metaphor to 

describe the power & mystery of the Holy Spirit. (Jn.3:8) 

Thus, we can see how the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit is necessary to give the natural man the 

desire & ability to come to faith in Christ, rather than through an emotional confession alone. This work 

of the Holy Spirit is described in the Westminster Confession of Faith (Chap.XXXIV.3), & points us to 

(Rom 8:23). Regeneration, therefore, precedes & is a prerequisite to faith. (Jn. 6:44) & (Jn. 6:65) 

R. C. Sproul, in his book “What Does It Mean To Be Born Again”, describes regeneration as  

a sovereign work of God through the Holy Spirit & is instantaneous, immediate, & permanent. We are 

reminded that He who has begun a good work in us will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

(Phil 1:6) All that are in Christ can be well assured that the Holy Spirit that regenerates & gives us 

spiritual life also dwells within us & will never leave or forsake us. This is affirmed in (Jn. 6:37). 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for all those that are in Christ. (Rom 8:1)  

 
  

 

The Presbyterian Women Bible study this year, God’s Promise: I Am With You by 
Amy Poling Sutherlun, is proving to be wonderful words of promise which we 
can take to heart. The focus of the November lesson three is that “God’s 
promise of presence gives us courage, strength, boldness, and hope, when on 
our own we would lose heart.” 
 
We had five women in attendance last month. Will you join us and make it six 
or seven or eight? We meet Monday, November 5 in the Russell Annex at 10:00 
a.m. 



 

Mission & Ministry Luncheon 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Stewardship Sunday ~ Mission & Ministry Luncheon on 
October 21st. Our church is blessed with great cooks who really know how to make excellent chili, 
soup and delicious cornbread. There were big smiles when Nyla walked in with her famous 
chocolate cake and Rhonda uncovered her equally famous chocolate pie! As someone told us 
afterwards: “if anyone went home hungry, it was their own fault!”    
   
We recorded some excellent suggestions for improving our ministry in the community and now will 
look forward to developing ways of implementing those suggestions.  We discussed the many ways 
folks can serve the church, and we challenged folks to find something they’d like to try and let the 
Session hear from them! 
  
If you were not able to join us on Stewardship Sunday, remember to also pledge your time and 
talents when your turn in your 2019 Pledge Card. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

About Prayer, #3 

STANDING FIRM 

” God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore 
we will not fear, even though the earth be removed, and the mountains be 
carried into the midst of the sea.”             Psalm 46: 1, 2 
Painful changes have entered my life, O Lord.  They put me on the de-fensive, 

and I’ve been fighting them until I’m weary and confused.  Now I don’t know 

where to turn. 

As this grief attacks me, set me firmly in the refuge of Your Son, who never 

changes.  Thank you that even when the enemy (satan) seems to overwhelm 

me, I have Jesus beside me.  I can stand firm in oppression, knowing You are 

my refuge.  I am running to You now, Lord, for that protection.  Open Your 

fortress, and keep me safe in Your love, no matter what battles rage outside.                                                                              

We pray in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thy will be done! 
 

Taken from: THE EVERYDAY GUIDE TO PRAYER . . . 
“Prayer Starters” by Toni Sortor & Pamela Mcquade. 

 
(Submitted by Ruth Shelton) 
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