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PASTOR’S PEN: REV. DR. JERRY CARPENTER 

How did you learn to be a Christian?  Were you taught by someone such as a parent, 
grandparent, pastor or Sunday School teacher?  Did you go to church as a child and 
grow up in the Christian faith and seemed to absorb it by osmosis so that you feel you 
have always been a Christian?  Or did you come later the faith, perhaps not having 
been taught it by others but came through a curiosity or circumstances that put you in 
the presence of Christians and you gradually learned what it means to be a Christian?   
 
Becoming a Christian is not something that all persons have done through a plan or 
format for believing but it has happened to persons through many different 
avenues.  To some, it was a natural outgrowth of their upbringing.  They followed the 
path laid out for them by others in their lives who felt it was important for them to 
know about Jesus Christ and who he was and what a life lived for him looks like.  To 
others, church attendance was not a habit in their family of origin and they entered 
the stream of Christianity because it was important to a spouse or other person 
important to them at some stage in life.   
 
Following any doctrine or philosophy or teaching comes about as one allows oneself 
to hear and believe what is being taught to them.  Some have gone down destructive 
paths in life because they also listened and believed what they were taught by others 
whose world view was a negative one.  Persons accept or reject teachings of others 
based upon many factors but Christians believe that the Holy Spirit works within 
persons to guide them into hearing and believing what is true about the Christian 
Message.   
 
I will be preaching a September Sermon Series from the book of James which teaches 
about the role of faith and works in our lives.  James is the book in the New Testament 
that is considered to be a very practical commentary on the Christian Faith.  Not only 
does the writer of James teach that persons need to believe or have faith in God but 
they also need to put that faith into practice by helping to meet the needs of others in 
the world around them.  Perhaps the most famous verse from the book of James is the 
short "Faith without works is dead" which is a paraphrase of James 2:17.  We will 

spend our Sundays in worship examining the book of James each Sunday.  The sermon topics for September are listed elsewhere 
in this newsletter so you can see what the topics will be and share with others concerning this series to invite them to come to 
worship.   
 
Becoming a Christian is an ongoing project that takes all of one's life to see it through.  It is not something that one accomplishes 
and sees an end result from but it is something that one examines and shares and sometimes even doubts, but each doubt or 
examination brings more faith as the seeker finds an answer to satisfy them or another question to lead them even farther into 
more study.  Plan on joining us in September each Sunday as we think about what James would say to modern Christians and 
what applications to our lives may be made by this ancient text.  There is always more light to be revealed to those who are 
looking for it.   
 
See you in church. 

 

 
September 2018                     Extending God’s Grace throughout Northeast 
Texas 
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 Noisy Offering    
September: Presbyterian  Children’s 

 Home 

October: American Legion 

November: WVFD Christmas drive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance: 

July 29—46  
August 5—19  

August 12—25  
August 19—23  
August 26—22  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ATTENTION: NEW PRAYER REQUESTS MONTHLY 

In order to keep our prayer requests current, our prayer list will start fresh at the beginning 

of each month.  To keep your prayer request in the bulletin, write it on the back of an offering 

envelope, the attendance sheet or a piece of paper (please make sure your name is on it) or 

contact the church office, firstpres@peoplescom.net or 903-342-3011.  We do not need the 

reason, unless it is death or an accomplishment, which go under a different heading. Also, 

please give relationship to you so others know who they are praying for. And PLEASE WRITE 

LEGIBLY. 

As our prayers are answered, we give God thanks.  For those with continued needs, we 

continue to pray. 

September Sermon Titles 
 
Sept 2            James 1: 17-27 
                        "Believing, Caring,  
           Doing (Part One)" 
 
Sept 9            James 2: 1-17 
                       "Believing, Caring, Doing 
           (Part Two)" 
 
Sept 16          James 3: 1-12 
                        "Hold Your Tongue!" 
 
Sept 23           James 3:13-4:3 
                         "Heavenly Wisdom" 
 
Sept 30           James 5: 13-20 
                        "The Prayer of Faith" 
 

 

September birthdays and anniversaries: 

 

 3—Annv. Kettleson 

 8—Carolyn Hylton 

 9—Annv. Poe 

 15—Elizabeth Drennan 

 23—Hurschel Thomas 

 26—Katelyn Drennan 

 28—Molly Lennon 

 Oct. 1—Olivia Holloman 
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Jane's Journey 
 
Grace Abounds 

 

Grace is just about the most popular concept in the Presbyterian church. It’s the 
most popular church name after “First” Presbyterian. We name our girls “Grace.”  

Everybody wishes they had more of it but does anyone really know what it is? 
 

I once explained Grace to a high school Sunday school class by handing each kid in 

the class a five dollar bill. Then I sat down and waited for questions. 
 

What’s this for? 
Why did you give it to me? 
I can’t keep this. 
I didn’t earn it. 
 

As I answered each question: that I gave it to them simply because I love them… You have to keep it… 
You can’t give it back. … You didn’t have to do anything to earn it… 

They came to understand I was talking about Grace. 
 

Then we came to the response to Grace part. I told them they could do whatever they wanted with it. I 

knew some of the kids in the class had more money than the others and some would value five dollars 
differently. Some would be more grateful than others. The responses would all be different. I wondered 

later if any of the bills showed up in the collection plate that day. But it was out of my hands, quite 
literally. 

 
A pastor friend explained grace to me by saying that it’s like “When you break the rules and you know you 

should get punished but your parents let you off the hook just because they love you.” 

 
I understand grace in my own life by having a sister with many physical and mental problems, none of 

which she asked for. She was miserable for most of her life. I always wondered how I emerged from the 
same gene pool blissfully unscathed. How did I luck out with none of her problems? Grace is the only 

answer I have ever been able to come up with. 

 
When Elizabeth was a freshman in college she had a checking account. She had run an errand for me one 

day and I owed her seven dollars. I didn’t have any cash on me so I wrote her a check. As I was writing it, 
Emily acted outraged. She wanted one. 

 

What for? You didn’t do anything. 
How about just for being cute? 
 
We joke around that way in our family. There’s a lot of give and take. And Emily relies heavily on her talent 

for being cute. We bantered about until Emily eventually ended up with a check for seven dollars. On the 
memo line I wrote simply “for being cute.” 

 

Grace abounds. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 Music Notes 
 
Join us in making a joyful noise. Chime Choir starts at 9:00 a.m. 

on Sundays, and Sanctuary Choir will rehearse at 9:45. We are 

excited to know that Pastor Jerry plans to join us and share his 

musical talent. We would love to welcome other new ringers and 

singers also! See Patricia Fields or Tricia Clark if you have 

questions. 

 



Dear Friends, 
 
Where will you be on September 7, 2020?  You could be starting the journey of a lifetime as we travel to Germany to 
experience the once each decade presentation of the Oberammergau Passion Play presented by the villagers of 
Oberammergau, Germany.  I am leading a tour to Germany and Austria in 2020 through the tour organization 
Educational Opportunities.  You can travel from your closest airport to connect with our tour group in New York and 
then travel on to Munich where we will all be together for a week to tour and see the Passion Play.  You can visit the 
website for Educational Opportunities (www.EO.travelwithus.com) and it will take you to the brochure that describes 
the tour in full but if you would also like to receive a printed brochure that contains this information, please let me know 
and give me your mailing address and I will send one to you.  I have led groups to Oberammergau in 2000 and 2010 and I 
am excited to lead this one in 2020.  
  
This time I am leading the Alpine Odyssey tour where we will stay in the Stubai Valley south of Innsbruck, Austria and 
tour from there each day.  You will only have to unpack your suitcase one time as this delightful Alpine hotel will serve 
as your home for seven nights while we tour daily.  There are two optional days built into the schedule where you can 
choose to relax in this scenic village or see historic and scenic sights if you choose them.   
 
The price of this tour is all inclusive with guided sightseeing, breakfast and dinner daily, deluxe motor coaches, first class 
hotels, and admission to the Passion Play.  If you want to use air miles to reduce the cost of the trip and meet us in 
Munich or would prefer not to see the play but want to be part of the tour, you can contact Educational Opportunities 
to make those changes.  You can also add more days to the schedule if you wish to join the Switzerland Extension, the 
Italy Extension, or just stay in the Stubai Valley at the hotel for four additional nights and look around on your 
own.   (Doris and I are doing that).  You can arrive early or leave later and EO will work with you to make those 
arrangements.   
 
Consider joining us for this wonderful opportunity to be with friends in Bavaria and Tyrolia and experience the culture, 
food, and music.  If you have questions, please contact me by email (Mjc52d@outlook.com) or phone (979-733-6938) 
and I will be glad to help answer your questions.  I am a Director of Travel Ministry for Educational Opportunities and 
can also assist clergy in organizing their own groups to take on this or similar tours.   
 
I hope you will consider going with us in 2020.  It is not too early to register as that is only 2 years until we leave.  It 
allows you to pay out the fee over months also if you register now.  Please use my name and my EO number (31528) if 
you register online or contact EO with questions.   
 
Many blessings, 
Jerry Carpenter 
 
 
 

Chrismons in September 
On Saturday, September 29 from 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. you are invited to join us in the Reid building to 
make more Chrismons for our tree. Some supplies will be provided such as beads, 
sequins, trims, pins, and glue guns, but you may bring more if you wish to share. A 
few “starter” kits have been made for those of you who wish to use those, but we 
still encourage anyone who desires to use their own creative hand-working skills to 
feel free to work either with us or at home. We would like a variety of symbols on 
our tree, so please check the library table and/or with Tricia to see what is still 
needed. (At this point we have plenty of butterflies, shells, stars, angels, fish, and 
crosses!) 
 

We will need to clear out before the Al-Anon group meets, so we will stick close to 
the start and end time listed. Join us for a little pre-Christmas fun! 
 



 

  
PW Study and Luncheon 

 

Presbyterian Women will start our new season on Monday, September 10 in the Reid Building. We will 

hold our Bible study at 10:00 a.m. (led by Tricia) and a luncheon (catered by Becky) immediately 

afterwards. Normally, we will meet on the first Monday of the month, but we are meeting a week later this 

month due Labor Day weekend. 

 

Our study this year is titled God’s Promise: I Am With You by Amy Poling Sutherlun. Apparently, “I am 

with you always” is the most frequent promise made in the Bible! This year, the study is not an exhaustive 

look at a particular book of the Bible but rather a “journey through scripture” looking at this promise in 

both the Old and New Testaments. We will focus on this promise and how it speaks to our own 

circumstances. It is the author’s hope that we will discover for ourselves the reality of this promise and 

make our  experience more meaningful. 

 

We would love to see our PW group grow. Any woman, church member or not, is most welcome to attend. If you plan to attend, you 

are encouraged to pick up a book from Becky and read Lesson One so we may indeed have a meaningful discussion.  

 

We look forward to the new season and seeing old and new faces. 

 

 

 
 

 
  



A MATTER OF GREAT URGENCY! PENDY'S PEN  

Welcome to “Jude”, (population: 25 verses) ! If you are like me, it's probably been a 

long time since you visited this short Epistle that is located between 3rd. John & 

Revelation. At one time, I really didn't know how to deal with it. After teaching it 

several years ago, however, I gained a new perspective that convinced me just how 

relative it is today. Consequently, I also came away with a special appreciation & 

curiosity for the mysterious writer of this unique Epistle. Here are some interesting 

facts from the “Thomas Nelson Study Bible” & the “MacArthur Study Bible:” Let's 

look at Jude together & see what we can learn from it: 

 Date: Probably written just prior to AD 70, since there is no mention of the destruction of Jerusalem in 

that year. 

 Background & Setting: Written at a time when Christianity was under severe persecution & political attack 

from Rome. The main focus is standing firm in the faith amid persecution & invasion by false teachers & 

heretical teachings. 

 In regards to heresy, Jude is very similar to 11 Peter. While Peter predicts the future coming of false 

teachers, Jude announces their arrival & with a sense of “great urgency.” In spite of it's important 

message, some describe it as “the most neglected Epistle”. 

 Jude's Epistle is very vivid & graphic, using Old Testament examples to describe New Testament heresies 

& false teachers. Jude urges us to stand firm in the faith & praises our Triune God in helping us to 

persevere (Verses 20-21). 

 Some Scholars consider the Doxology (verses 24 -25) as one of the most eloquent & meaningful in the New 

Testament, because it demonstrates the tremendous power of God in preserving His Saints through 

persecution & difficult times.  

IDENTIFYING THE WRITER: Again, what do we know about the writer? Unfortunately, his life is shrouded in 

mystery, because the Bible tells us very little. Jude 17 indicates he is not the Apostle Jude (Thaddeus) who carried 

the Gospel to Armenia, Syria, & Persia & was martyred in that area. Because of the writer's firm stand in 

defending the Gospel, it is very likely that he also met a similar fate. He does indicate, however, that he is the 

brother of James (most likely the Apostle James & writer of the Epistle James.) If so, this would make him one of 

the half-brothers of Jesus, (Matt13:55; & Mk6:3). Jude himself does not mention this, possibly due to his humility. 

In earlier years, Jude & his brothers did not accept Jesus as the Messiah (John7:1-9), but were all later converted 

after Christ's resurrection (Acts 1:14).  

HOW IS JUDE RELEVANT TODAY? Since its earliest years, the Church has been plagued by spiritual warfare. In 

spite of its brevity, perhaps Jude describes this best of all. Even though it specifically speaks of false teachers 

from within, the Church has always been under attack from outside sources as well. Even today, Christians are 

being persecuted & martyred throughout the world.  

We would do well to take another look at this almost forgotten Epistle, to rescue it from the dusty shelves of the 

unread, & honor it as God intended. At a time when Biblical illiteracy is at an all-time high, let us value the power of 

the Word in defending our faith, & praise God in the highest for men like Jude & their unwavering courage & 

commitment! 

SUBMITTED BY LARRY PENDERGRASS  

 

 



ABOUT PRAYER - - - 

 

          MY REACTIONS 
 

         If ye endure chastening, 
    God dealeth with you as with sons; 
         for what son is he whom 

              the father chasteneth not ? 

         HEBREWS 12: 7  

 

  You are my perfect Father, but I am Your imperfect child, full of human failings and sometimes in need of 

correction.  If You did not love me, You would ignore my misdeeds, leaving me to my own devices and letting the 

chips fall where they may, but You do not do this .  You love me and therefore correct me, as I do with my own 

children. 

   Like my children, I do not always welcome correction.  I pout; I avoid You; I try to go my own way.  I even say, 

“It’s not my fault!” as if I were not responsible for my own actions.  In times like these, be patient with me, Father, 

because I cannot live without Your love. 

   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - – - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - – - - – - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

- - - – – - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - – - - –  

I pray all in the strong Name of Jesus Christ, for His Kingdom.    Come quickly Lord Jesus!  Amen                           

 
From “The Everyday Guide to PRAYER”:  Prayer Starters, by T. Sortor & P. McQuade.  Publisher: Humble Creek, 2002. 
 
      (Submitted by Ruth Shelton) 
 
 
 Upcoming Camp Gilmont Retreats: 

 
 

Spiritual Practices Retreat led by Rev. Clay Brantley, September 7-9, 2018 (Friday – Sunday) 

Feeling busy? Stressed? Anxious?  Join us and learn to listen, to be present with the depth of our souls, to explore life 

within us and around us, to participate in the transformation God is doing in our midst.  During this retreat you will learn, 

practice, and gather tools for the journey to take back home with you.   

  

Grace Presbytery PW Fall Gathering and Mini Retreat at Gilmont, October 19-20, 2018 

“How are we called to be one body in Christ?” Joanna Kim, Director of Ministry Services with Grace Presbytery, will lead 

us in a special time of mini-retreat, growing and fellowship together. We will enjoy workshops on Friday, including a 

mission project, creative prayer, nature hike, and a book discussion for those reading Waking Up White by Debby 

Irving.  Day trippers are invited to join us on Saturday for the Fall Gathering of Grace Presbytery PW. 

  

Silent Retreat, October 28-30, 2018 

Gilmont will provide space for you to grow into intentional silence comfortably whether you are a veteran or a 

novice.  Participants will receive a small guide prior to arrival to explain expectations and to make suggestions as to how 

to guide yourself through the experience.  Practice spaces will include: art supplies and instruction, guided prayer 

stations, camp fires, labyrinths, worship. Silence will be broken for a n hour meeting with a Spiritual Director each day. 

 

http://www.gilmont.org/spiritual-practices.html
http://www.gilmont.org/pw_gathering.html
http://www.gilmont.org/silent-retreat.html


You are encouraged to regularly check out our church website: easttexasgrace.org where we post: 

 Weekly worship bulletin (posted by Thursday) 

 Monthly Cross & Crown (posted first week of the month) 

 Up-to-date church phone directory (call office for password) 

 Google calendar of church events, birthdays, etc. 

 Lots of photos along with notices of Special Events 

 Videos of choir and chimes performances 

 

 

September 
 

 


