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Here’s one of the (many) things Jesus instructed us that doesn’t seem to make much sense:
“Leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and
then come and offer your gift.” What? Take care of earthly matters before attending to
heavenly ones?
Jesus never seems to stop monkeying with the way we think things ought to be. Surely, we
think, if we could just get ourselves straightened out with relation to God, then all our human
relationships would fall easily into place . . . yes? Come to the sanctuary and pray, sing, make
an offering; connect with God in the right way, and the rest will follow.
Perhaps it should work that way, but more often it doesn’t. The church’s history is full of
individuals and groups of people who sang and prayed and gave gifts faithfully, but still
couldn’t manage to relate appropriately to their brothers and sisters. It’s sad that Christian
churches and people were some of the loudest voices claiming that some humans have the
right to enslave other humans. Sad, that Christians managed to rationalize theologically the
displacement and even murder of indigenous people who “stood in the way of progress.”
Sad, that for centuries Christian brothers have oppressed Christian sisters “in the name of
God.”
Let’s hope we’ve made progress on a lot of those things. But notice, Jesus didn’t say to leave
your gift at the altar “if you have something against your brother or sister.” This isn’t about
offering forgiveness at times when we have been sinned against. It’s more difficult than that.
He says, “if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you.” Which is
to say: if you have sinned against your sister or brother, and have not yet repented and
sought forgiveness, then you have no business trying to get right with God. A gift offered to
God can never substitute for a “contrite heart,” as the Psalms describe it.
Of course, it might be that a world of brothers and sisters reconciled and at peace with one
another is the greatest gift we could offer God anyway!

We will have a church work day on Saturday, Nov. 18 to do some fall cleanup on
the yard. Watch the church website and Facebook for more information.

ATTENTION: NEW PRAYER REQUESTS MONTHLY
In order to keep our prayer requests current, our prayer list will start fresh at
the beginning of each month. To keep your prayer request in the bulletin, write
it on the back of an offering envelope, the attendance sheet or a piece of paper
(please make sure your name is on it) or contact the church office,
firstpres@peoplescom.net or 903-342-3011. We do not need the reason, unless it
is death or an accomplishment, which go under a different heading. Also, please
give relationship to you so others know who they are praying for. And PLEASE
WRITE LEGIBLY.
As our prayers are answered, we give God thanks. For those with continued
needs, we continue to pray.

Pastor
Session members:
Class of 2017
Bob Kelm and Armel Crocker
Class of 2018
Rick Drennan and Becky Poe
Class of 2019
John Clark and Rhonda Thomas
Treasurer
Jerry Poe

Attendance:
October 1—32
October 8—20
October 15—36
October 22—26

Contact us:
Tina Hammer, Secretary
PO Box 493
301 S. Walnut St.
Winnsboro, TX 75404
Office: 903-342-3011
Fax: 903-342-3011
Email: firstpres@peoplescom,net
Office hours: M-Th, 9-noon
FPC Website:
www.easttexasgrace.org
Cross and Crown articles:
firstpres@peoplescom.net

Noisy Offering
November: American Legionchildren’s Patriotic literature
December: Salvation Army
Red Kettle

From the Desk of Ruth Shelton
THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL
This year marks the five-hundredth anniversary of
the beginning of the Reformation. Martin Luther
ignited the Reformation when he nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the
door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany, on October 31, 1517,
calling the church to repentance and to return to the gospel. The flame
that Luther ignited in Wittenberg spread like wildfire throughout
Europe and around the world. Just as the Apostles turned the world
upside down with the gospel, Luther set the world ablaze with the
gospel. But ultimately, it was neither the Apostles nor Luther who did it;
it was the Word of God and the Spirit of God that did it all.
Like the Apostles, the church fathers, the forerunners of the
Reformation, and all faithful heralds of the gospel throughout history,
Luther was a servant and steward of the gospel of Jesus Christ. In a
sermon Luther preached in 1522 reflecting on his role in the
Reformation, Luther said concerning the Word of God: “In short, I will
preach it, teach it, write it, but I will constrain no one by force, for
faith must come freely without compulsion. Take myself as an example; I
opposed indulgences and all the papist, but never with force. I simply
taught, preached, and wrote God’s Word; otherwise I did nothing. And
while I slept (cf. Mark 4: 26-29) . . . the Word so greatly weakened the
papacy that no prince or emperor ever inflicted such losses upon it. I did
nothing; The Word did everything. Had I desired to foment trouble, I
could have brought great bloodshed upon Germany; indeed, I could have
started such a game that even the emperor would not have been safe.
But what would it have been? Mere fool’s play. I did nothing; I let the
Word do its work.”
Ultimately, the Word of God was the hero of the Reformation, not
Luther. The power was not in Martin Luther or John Calvin or any of the
Reformers--- the power was in the gospel unto salvation for everyone
who believes. The fuel and the fire of the Reformation was the Holy
Spirit who brought revival and reformation not only in doctrine, but in
worship, in the church, in the home, and in the hearts of all those He
brought to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ---all for the glory of
God to the end that nations might know, love, and proclaim the name of
our triune God coram Deo, before His face forever.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Taken from: Tabletalk Magazine, Oct. 2017; by Burk Parsons, Editor & Copastor
of Saint Andrews Chapel in Sanford, Fla.

Obituary for Emma Louise Fisher Murley
Emma Louise Fisher Murley was born on September 21, 1933 in Paris, Texas to Grady
and Evelyn Fisher, and died on October 11, 2017 in Winnsboro.
Lou attended Bonham High School, Paris Junior College and East Texas State
University, where she met David Murley in a chemistry class. David and Lou wed on
June 19, 1954 and were married for 63 years.
After a few years in dental school, the couple moved to Memphis, Tennessee, where
David was enrolled in medical school. Lou had earned a degree in zoology and worked
as a medical technologist.
After medical school, they returned to Texas and lived in Dallas, where David
continued his medical training, and Lou continued to work as a medical technologist.
In 1961, they moved to Winnsboro, where Lou would spend the rest of her life.
She was active at the First United Methodist Church, where she taught Sunday school, led children’s choir, and
served on the administrative board.
In 1976, the couple hosted the first Republican Primary in Wood County since Reconstruction.
Always anxious to work in her community, Lou served on the WISD school board in the 70s. She was a vocal
advocate for academics and music education at a time when football was the undisputed king of the hill, so her time
on the board was not without conflict.
She served as President of the Chamber of Commerce in 1989 and was selected as Winnsboro’s ‘Woman of the
Year’ in 1992.
Lou was always interested in food and the food service industry. She attended La Varenne cooking school in in
Paris, France in 1982 and Le Cordon Bleu in London. She worked with her friend, Becky, doing catering jobs around
Winnsboro until 1978, when she opened Lou’s Country Inn restaurant.
Lou’s Country Inn was a vibrant meeting place for Winnsboro residents. The food was excellent – the buttermilk pie
alone was worth going – and many people looked forward to Sunday lunch at Lou’s every week after church.
Though she worked very long hours and dealt with many challenges, Lou would remember her time running “the
restaurant” as one of the happiest seasons of her life. A cookbook called A Collection of Recipes from Lou’s Country
Inn guides many a kitchen novice to this day.
Winnsboro is a small community, and Lou shone as one of its brightest lights. She treasured her many friendships
there, and always modeled that love for community to her children.
In her later years, she began attending the First Presbyterian Church in Winnsboro. She sometimes played the piano
for services there until her health began to fail.
She is preceded in death by her parents and by her son, Patrick. She is survived by her husband, David C. Murley;
her son, David, Jr. and his wife, Susan, of Boerne, TX; a son Michael and his wife, Kelly, of Austin, TX; a son Stephen
and his wife, Jackie, of Boerne, TX; three siblings, John Fisher, Grady Fisher, and Evelyn Fisher; 12 grandchildren, and
3 great-grandchildren.
Visitation at the First United Methodist Church of Winnsboro will be held Saturday October 14, 2017 from 6:00 PM
to 8:00 PM. A celebration of Lou's life will follow on Sunday, October 15, 2017 at 2:00 PM at the church with Rev.
Evelyn Fisher officiating.

Donations in Lou’s memory can be made to the Gilbreath Memorial Library, 916 North Main
Street, Winnsboro, TX 75494.

Poinsettias for Christmas
The Poinsettias that decorate our church for Christmas will be ordered from Lowe’s.
Each plant is $10.00. If you would like to order one (or more), please fill out the information
below and place the sheet in the offering plate with your check made out to Presbyterian
Church for the proper amount (please indicate “for poinsettias” on check), or drop it off at the
office.

November 30, 2017 will be the last day we accept orders.
Given By: _______________________________________________
In Honor Of: _____________________________________________

OR
In Memory of: ____________________________________________

Total # Plants Ordered: ____________
Total Enclosed: $_________________

NOTE: For an updated calendar, please go to easttexasgrace.org
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